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Welcome to Wigton Moor Church




Letter from Alex

Donot use the V wo

It is always a pleasure to write to you all in my capacity &
church secretargndalso apleasure to serwpou all in that
capacity | was resigned some time ago, even before Pef
announced to the elders that he was travelling away
preach with a view, that | would probably be secretar
once the church was wacancy

In some churches the word vacancy brings with it a sense of pdnincertainty
and of a church with no leadership or directidn.other churchest is a word that
brings with it the inevitability of more work for the already overworked eldership a
leadership teams.

| have said for a while at Wigton Moor that werved our period of vacancy when
Peter was off sick and then went on Sabbatical in 2017 and 20&s hard work,
people got upset and wound up, some resigned from their commitmierits. w a
easy adapting to the change and flvemen Peter returnedome of the changes we
had made were not to his liking, adding extra pressttewever, during that time
we launched the Community Coffee Stope were challenged and nurtured biubh
and varied preaching plaandwe cel ebr at ed 5 0s exigeaae.s
During this time, | grew as a church leadeelpedthrough my work at the URC in
South Leeds and my preaching across the area.

All this has prepared us

This pastmonthour church has hostea fundraising concerheld a church meeting,
at which our eldership was strengthened with the election of Mtheamansewill
soon behelpingus createa much stronger financial positotan d we dv e C ¢
of Godds provision at our Harvest Fe
do. We will miss Peter and Julia and all the gifts and blessings they brought, but
greatest honour we can pay them now is to flourish in the faith they have shown
given to us.

Pl ease dono6t Wesre abbul te embarkwon a wanderful joyroé
faith, hope and service of which we are all paiVe h a lost subnhinister: ve
havebecomaninisters to each other!

As we pushonward | look forward to seeing what the future has in storeefmh
of us with God being the focal point for aind providing the blessings we are abou
to receive.

In His service

Pastor Alex Walker.



Church News

It was with sadness that weeardthe news that our dear friend Joan Baker he
passed away on 30 Augustoan was one of the few remainifaginder members of
Wigton Moor Church and Joe Cole has written a tribute to her on behalf of 1
church, which is included in this copy of Proclaim.

We sendbur sympathy to Hazel Starlirigllowing the death of her mother early in
September We pray forGod 6 s ¢ o mf o rto be apordHazel, Rog and all ¢
ther family at this difficult time.

At the time of writing (17Septembér Brian Richardson, another dear friend, i
very poorly in hospital. We know that Brian and Sheilzavea very caring family
who are wonderfulsupport to Sheilaand we continue to remember them all at thi
worrying time.

On a more cheerful note, congratulations to Alison Devlin and Stuart Cross, \
announced their engagement at the beginning of SeptenWerwish them every
blessing in the years ahead.

As well as those mentioned above, there are many members and friends who
our prayers for various reasons, so we continue to remember Hilary, Aud
Cynthia, Pat and Joe Cole, Ruth and Peter Daniel, Maureen and her daiighte
Jean Francis, Trevor and Lesley, Joyce, and Kathryn, Mildred Keedy, Gladys, F
Morrish, Norma Simpson, Margaret Sykes and Phyllis Winning.

‘Norma Hines

Prayer Focus for October

Week beginning 6 October

1 At the time of writing, our Church Meetinof 22 Septembewas still in the
future. Now that it has taken place, pray over the subjects discussed
decisions made, particularly in the areas of ministry and building renovations

9 Harvest Festival will also have been and gone, but please prahddmwo
charities that benefit from our gifts, Caring for Life and PAFRAS, and ask G
to bless them in their work.

1 October 12 is World Palliative and Hospice Care Day. Whether we actu
suffer ourselves or not, very few of us will get through oursliuatouched by
cancer. Give thanks for all the medical, social and emotional care on of
i ncluding the new Maggiebds Centre
Hospital. Pray for developments i
recent MacMillan coffee morning and the money raised.

1 For You have been my hope, Sovereign Lord, my confidence since my you
Psalm 71.5

3



Week beginning 13 October

9 18 October is AntSlavery Day. Let us confess to God the shame we feel
slavery still existsn no small way in our Zlcentury society. Pray for all
victims, that they may be released and rehabilitated; pray that the perpetr:
may be exposed and brought to justice.

T The growth of the Acounty | i nesdby s
children are employed to carry drugs into previously unaffected rural areas,
recently been highlighted in the media. Pray that these iniquitous netwc
may be crushed by the authorities and the lives of vulnerable children protec

1 Not every fom of slavery results from human oppression. Pray for all tho
who find themselves enslaved by poor mental health or by harmful beliefs.

N Itis for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not le
yourselves be burdened again by &goof slavery.Galatians 5.1

Week beginning 20 October

1 Pray for the Church at Cottingley where difficulties have recently caused
suspension of services, remembering our good friends in that fellowship
asking God to show, if need be, an alterrativay of reaching the community
with the Gospel. Pray also for Al

1 As we begin to think about the number of shopping days to Christatasy! -
pray for Traidcraft which has, this year, survived near collapse afodmation
into a smaller, leaner concern, that the-upnto Christmas will be profitable for
them and their producers and that customer numbers will hold up and incree

1 Climate change is much in the news and we owe it to future generations to
of us do whatevewe can to minimise its effects. Practical steps recent
highlighted include reduction of meat consumption and reduction of packagi
Pray about what you personally can do in these areas. Pray for the succe
the new ARef i | | i nligrtonSwtheré yow camm purchase ©bo
and cleaning products in your own containers.

1 Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, |
earth with all that is within it. Deuteronomy 12.14

Week beginning 27 October

1 31 October was, atne time, scheduled as the date for our departure from 1
EU, deal or no deal. At the time of writing, all is in flux! Whatever th
situation may be today, please keep praying for the Brexit process and for L
and a wise way forward within our nation.

131 October is also Hall owedbden, a f
a larger section of the population than does the Christian faith. Pray AGAIN
its damaging effects, particularly the belief that it is all harmless fun; pray F¢
a turning bak to Christianity, enabled by new ways, perhaps as yet unknov



of reaching the populace at large. Pray that light will conquer darkness in
own times.

As Al | Saints6 Day passes by, Virt
God for all those whdnave stood firm for Him through previous generation
and pray that we ourselves may emulate them.

Therefore, put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil come
you may be able to stand your ground, and, after you have done everything,
stand. Ephesians 6.13

Training to become Dementia Friendly

The Fundraisingand Publicity Committee organised a facilitator to give the
Community Coffee Stop helpeasidthe Elders some Dementia Traininghis took
place on Saturday 21 Septemlzerd nine people attended.The facilitator who
conducts training all over Leedgave us some insightful informatioand tips to
consider on how to help people with dememtiedo may come to church or the Coffee
Stop. In addition tips to make the church emenment more dementia friendfpr
consideation, especially withrespect to oufuture building programme.Five key
messages wemmphasised, namely

ll
l
ll

ll
ll

Dementia is not a natural part of ageing

Dementia is caused by diseases of the brain

Dementia is not jusabout losing your memory it can affect thinking,
communicating andoing everyday tasks

It is possible to live well with Dementia

Therebs more to a person than Deme

If you would like more information please speak to Sheena

Tues

Sheena Kelly

CHURCH DIARY

OCTOBER

1st 2-4 pm Community Coffee Stop
7.00pmEIl der sd6 Meeting

Thurs  3rd 2-3.30 pm Bible Study at 33 Richmond House

Sun 6th 9.30 am Prayers in the Church Lounge
10 30 am Morning Worship including Holy Communion led
by Alex
Mon 7th 10-11am Prayer meeting atri@nda
Tues 8th 2-4 pm Community Coffee Stop
Wed Oth 2.00 pm Midweek Service led bplan

Thurs 10th  2-3.30 pm Bible Study at 5 Raygill Close



Sun 13th 9.30 am Prayers in the Church Lounge
10.30 am Morning Worship led by HelenWindsor
(Knaresborough URC)
Tues 15th 2-4 pm Community Coffee Stop
Thurs 17th  2-3.30 pm Bible Study aB3 Richmond House
Sun 20th 9.00 am Holy Communion led by Moira followed by
Church Breakfast
10.30 am Morning Worship led by Moira
Tues 22nd 2-4 pm Community Coffee Stop
Wed 23rd 2.00 pm Midweek Servicded byNorma Hines
Thurs 24th  2-3.30 pm Bible Study at 5 Raygill Close
Sun 27th 9.30 am Prayers in the Church Lounge
10.30 am Morning Worship led by Sheila Akerman
(Knaresborough URC)
Tues 29th 2-4 pm Community Coffee Stop
Thurs 31st 2-3.30 pm Bible Study at 5 Raygill Close

November

Sun 3rd 9.30 am Prayers in the Church Lounge
10.30 am Morning Worship including Holy Communion led
by Alison. Alan to preside at HolyCommunion
Mon 4th 10-:11lamPr ayer Meeting at Bren

Readers and Readings for October

6th Oct Luke 17 v 510 Norma Hines
2 Timothy 1v 114 Brenda Nasir
Psalm 37 v 19 Sheena Kelly
13thOct Luke 17 v 1119 Alan Wilcox
2 Timothy 2 v5-15 Joan Wilcox
20thOct Isaiah 6 v 13 Jean Dixon
Mark 1 v16-20 Raymond Dixon

27th Oct To be arranged

Latest Church Garden Tidy

On Saturday 7September eighVolunteers(Gavin, Drew, Raymond, Joe, Jenny,
Alison, Henryandlan) helped tidy upwo areas of the church back garden.

The first area was a border overgrown with nettles, bramduhesbind weed
smothering a few shrubsThis area was cleared and it looks amazing now.



The secondarea was in our wildlife part of the churcihreeraised beds were
overgrown but now are completely cleaisal we can novgrow vegtables anaut
flowers for the church.

Sheena Ke
Tribute

Joe writesWe were saddened to learn that our good friend Joan Bakerasaddpaway at the
end of August andhankfully she died peacefully in her sleep. She had a long and stead
relationship with Wigton Moor Church, bigy a founder membea, serving Eler for many years
and helping to create the Friendship Guild for whom she introduced a collection of interes
speakers.

In EI d emestidgs she was often called upon to expressdosvn to eartbcommon sense
views on various issues.

For many years she suffered considerable pain and discomfort but did so with fortitude
little complaint.

On a happier noteRat and Ihave the memories of shared journeys down to Guildford wit
Tom and Joan to see Nigel and his family when we were goitgidridge to see our elder son
and his family. We thus have many fond reflections of the Tom and Joanvould all like to
remember.

Her funeralwill beheld at WokingCrematoriumat 4pm on Tuesday &ct 2019 anddllowed
by drinks, food and celebratio of her life atN 1 g édusesNigel plans to come to Leeds with
her ashes, to be placed al ongs i Doeatiohgmiéusof
flowers to St Gemma's Hospicean be made on theweb sitei stgemma.co.ukand select
fidonations in memory of .

Farewell to a lovely lady with a strong ®implefaith.

In loving memory of Joan 15.9.1927 30.8.2019


http://st-gemma.co.uk/

